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Projected addition of 65 

Y-20U tankers to aerial 
refueling force could 

increase operational 

radius of strike aircraft by 

200+ nm (or increase 

radius of escort aircraft)

Total 
payload

deliverable 
per day
(tons)

GLCMs
502 tons

PLA strike aircraft in 2030

System
Total 

aircraft
Aircraft 

employed

JH-7A/A2 180 90

J-10B/C 160 80

H-6K/N 205 102

JH-XX 80 40

H-20 40 20

Source: Hudson estimate based on 
reported trends in 2021 DoD China 

Military Power Report and IHS Janes.

Like Ukrainian troops, US Indo-Pacific forces 
face substantial strike threat
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However, small formations are survivable and 
impactful in Ukraine
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Commercially-derived microelectronics and 
software affording Ukraine a decision advantage
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XQ-58 emulates strike 

aircraft to distract air 

defenses and localize 

DF-15 launchers

ALE jam ship radars 

to help loitering 

munitions survive

JGSDF launch rocket-

assisted UAVs

XQ-58 illuminates 

ships for missile 

homing

DDGs monitor 

UAVs and launch 

SM-6 strikes

MQ-9B delivers air-

launched effects

SUSVs launch 

loitering munitions

XQ-58 releases ALE 

to find targets for 

weapons

Small UxS potentially decisive in reconnaissance, 
counter-reconnnaissance, and strike
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LEO SAR satellites 

detect potential 

launcher sites
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