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Partnering to Maximize the 
SOF Technical  Advantage

• Why? – Increasing Pace of Tech Dev, Global Democratization of Tech, 
Flattening US Budgets – all Erode US Advantage

• What? – Bring Solutions providers and Problem generators closer 
together; shepherd collisions 

• How? – CRADA’s, SBIR’s, TE’s, FTF’s, Vendor Loan Agreements, Online 
Scout Cards

• Latest Gaps/ Themes;
─ Human Effects – Offensive and Defensive
─ Autonomous Systems
─ Influence Warfare
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“Stop Missing Opportunit ies”

SOF’s technical advantage is 
dependent on rapid: problem 
identification, resourcing 
and resolution.

• Untapped Problem 
Solving Potential

• Unmet Needs
• Flat Government Spending
• Industry IR&D
• Desire to collaborate
• The real $ is in sustainment

We can’t afford to miss 
opportunities to solve 
problems faster.

Problem Solving 101 
– Know the problem, Find the 

solution, Resource

• Reduce the barriers between 
Problems and Solutions 

• Share til it hurts
• Accept Risk
• Partner
• Reinforce success
• Acknowledge our limitations

Embrace our dependence on 
partnerships

• Our Gap List puts our needs in 
the hands of solvers – it is 
JSOC’s “dating profile”.

• Cooperative R&D Agreements 
accelerate solutions to a point 
of demonstration.

• Demonstrations impact 
resourcing decisions.

• Vulcan is a safe place for both 
industry and government –
acts as “holding pond” 
for solution and problem 
to connect

HOW?What?Why?
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JSOC – 2019 Priority Areas
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