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Major Range and Test Facility Base 

(MRTFB) 

Å1971: DoD recognizes that large military test 

facilities represent national assets and 

establishes MRTFB 

ÅSet of test installations, facilities and ranges 

ÅSelected for unique T&E assets 

ÅIncludes installations from the Services, Joint 

Interoperability Test Command and range 

cooperatives 

http://ootp.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/hercules-over-nevada_101117-f-6911g-008ac.png
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ÅAttack on Pearl Harbor prompted the formation of 

Dugway Proving Ground (DPG) by President Roosevelt in 

1942 

ÅEstablished to fill the need for supporting the Chemical 

Warfare program in WWII 

ÅBecame part of the MRTFB in 1971 
 

 

Dugway Becomes Part of the MRTFB 



West Desert Test Center (WDTC) 
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ÅWDTC is the mission side of DPG  

ÅPrimary mission: testing chemical and biological (CB) 

defense systems  

ÅPerform nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) 

contamination survivability testing of defense materiel  

ÅState-of-the-art laboratories and chambers 

ÅExtensive field testing grids 
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Terrain 

798,214 acres of Great Basin desert terrain ranging from 

salt flats, to intermittent sand dunes and rugged mountains 



Adjacent U.S. Air Force gunnery and bombing ranges 

extend Dugwayôs restricted airspace to an area of about 

90 x 70 miles and up to an elevation of 58,000 feet 
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Airspace 
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Test Grids, Test Grids, Test Grids 

Test grid activities: 

ÅCB detection systems 

ÅIndividual protection  

ÅCollective protection 

ÅMunitions 

ÅTraining 


