
Colonel (Armament) Nicolas Hué

Defense Cooperation Attaché – Embassy of France
nicolas.hue@diplomatie.gouv.fr

France priorities

“Combat engagement”

Precision Annual Strike Review

February 23-24, 2011



PSA Conference February, 23-24 2011 Slide N°2 / 000
MINISTÈRE DE LA DÉFENSE

AGENDA

 The overall FRA context in six slides

 Combat Engagement “trends and examples”

 Conclusions
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Overview of Context – “White Paper”

 World has changed profoundly since 1994 FRA studies
 Globalization : increased circulation of information, goods and 

individuals

 Hierarchy of powers in constant evolution

 World is more unstable, less foreseeable

 France and Europe in a situation of greater vulnerability: 

Jihadism-inspired terrorism

by 2025, within the range of ballistic missiles developed by new 
powers

 New risks : cyber-attacks, environmental crises…

 Major innovation compared to previous White Paper :
 Security interests are appraised globally, i.e. not limited to defense 

issues but include :

Interior and civil security policies

foreign policy, economic policy…
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A financial effort

 Consistent with the priorities and choices 

made for our operational capabilities

 Cost reduction

 Decrease of staff

 Reduction of operating cost

 Savings from MoD restructuring will be 

reinvested in the  procurement budget
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An effort towards Industry

Ensuring availability of key industrial capabilities

 Fostering competition

 Management of 9 competitiveness poles

 Implementation of legal instruments 

dedicated to strategic SME’s



PSA Conference February, 23-24 2011 Slide N°8 / 000
MINISTÈRE DE LA DÉFENSE



PSA Conference February, 23-24 2011 Slide N°9 / 000
MINISTÈRE DE LA DÉFENSE

Combat Engagement
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Conclusions

 The context is changing rapidly

 Combat Engagement capabilities are still 

key assets in today’s conflicts

 Interoperability/Cooperation among Allies 

is key in all domains of activities
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